The Deputy Attorney General Roy Schöndorf and the President of the ICC International Court of Arbitration, Claudia Salomon, will discuss hot topics in dispute resolution matters in Israel and beyond, including issues of transparency, ethics, efficiency and diversity.

· I am very honored to participate in the fireside chat alongside you President Salomon and I thank the ICC for their invitation to speak at this wonderful event as part of the TLV Arbitration Week. As a former arbitrator in the private sector and in my role of as Deputy Attorney-General (International Law) at the Ministry of Justice, I had various opportunities to engage with issues related to the ICC. It will be a true privilege to share some of my thoughts on international arbitration with you today and to have a very interesting dialogue.   	Comment by Yael Weiner: רועי היה בורר? לא ידוע לי
· On a personal note, my experience with arbitration in the private sector has given me a unique perspective on arbitration as an immensely useful tool and has greatly contributed to the approach to the work we do in my department in this regard. We view arbitration as an integral part of the business world, including the State's engagement in business in its' different capacities. We strive to incorporate best practices regarding arbitration in government commercial activity as well as through our involvement in shaping international arbitration instruments.   
· We see the work of the ICC in promoting international arbitration as an essential and crucial component of the international dispute resolution framework. The Attorney-General guideline Guideline for government ministries on dispute resolution mechanisms issued in 2019 highlighted the ICC Arbitration Rules as one of major dispute resolution rules, recognizing the important role the ICC plays in this respect. Contracts between Israeli government ministries and foreign companies include ICC clauses and we even had the opportunity of participating in an arbitration hearing in the ICC offices in Paris.
· As I am sure you have already heard during this week, the Government Legislative Committeethe Ministerial Committee on Legislation just approved the submission of a draft bill for enacting the UNCITRAL Model Law for International Arbitration as a government proposal to the Knesset. Hopefully this would mean that more international arbitration proceedings will take place in Israel, including under the auspices of international arbitration institutions like the ICC.    
· Transparency in international arbitration proceedings presents interesting challenges. In time of public scrutiny and the need for accountability it is important to be able to allow the public some access to the public to international arbitration proceedings where important issues are at stake. On the other hand, one of the major hallmarks of international arbitration was, until very recently, the ability to keep deliberations confidential, as some of the issues, like ones which pertain to national security, are very sensitive.	Comment by Yael Weiner: מה הוא אומר כאן בעצם? זה לא ברור. הייתי מוסיפה בסוף שיש כאן איזון עדיף שחשוב למצוא דרכים לשמר אותו. 
·  In preparing the 2019 Attorney-General Guideline we gave serious thought to this issue. After consultingFollowing consultations with our colleagues in the Ministry responsible for domestic arbitration and for freedom of information, the guidance Guideline includes criteria for drafting confidentiality or transparency clauses, including, the sensitive nature of the contract in question, the identity of the foreign counterpart and the potential public interests in conducting public deliberations. The Guideline also clarifies that in any case, the dispute resolution process will be subject to the 1998 Israel Freedom of Information Act, which generally obligates government authorities to disclose information subject to certain exceptions.           
·  On the bilateral state-to-state level, Israel agrees to include dispute resolution transparency provisions in some of its Bilateral Investment Treaties and Foreign Trade Agreements. These are always challenging to draft, but I am glad to say that we are always able to come to an agreement on such provisions with our foreign partners. On the multilateral level, Israel is not a party to the 2014 Mauritius Convention on Transparency in Investor Disputes. While we were involved in the negotiations of this Convention, like many other states we did not feel that it reflected the necessary balances between the need for transparency and necessary exceptions in cases where there is a need to limit transparency to some extent in order to provide protection toprotect important security related interests, which also have importance for the public.
· Ethics is key to everything we do. Proper public administration cannot function without abiding by strict ethical considerations and avoiding conflicts of interests. Similar to transparency clauses, some of our BITs and FTAs also include such provisions in respect of arbitrators and this is very important to us. We also make sure that the counsels and arbitrators we work with and arbitrators will sign conflict of interest declarations. So far, fortunately, we did not encounter issues with unethical behavior by arbitrators and we attest that both to the quality of the people we work with and to our rigorous insistence on elevated ethical standards. 	Comment by Yael Weiner: מציעה להוסיף כותרות ביניים על כל נושא. 	Comment by Yael Weiner: אצלנו לא קרה להבנתי לגבי הבוררים. לא הייתי מכניסה את התוספת הזאת לגבי הבוררים. 
· On the multilateral level we see importance in including ethical standards in the design of dispute resolution instruments. For this reason, we supported including an explicit reference to the conflict of interests’ declaration in the work in UNCITRAL on the Expedited Arbitration Rules. Israel also urged for including a provision in the Singapore Convention on Mediation establishing that parties can argue as a defense from relief under the Convention in cases where ethical misconduct by mediators influenced the decision of a party to agree to the mediated settlement.   
· Efficiency in dispute resolution proceedings, particularly in international arbitration, is essential. If international arbitration proceedings are lengthy and complicated the attractiveness of using them, as an alternative to litigation, can be greatly diminished. We were very happy to see that the ICC, and other institutions, have developed, in the past few years, procedures for expedited arbitration, and that inter-governmental organizations like UNCITRAL and ICSID decided to follow suit. 
· Israel has been actively involved in the drafting of the UNCITRAL Expedited Arbitration Rules and was glad to see these were adopted last year. Of particular importance to us was that the UNCITRAL Expedited Rules limit the time of the arbitration proceedings to nine months without the possibility to extend this period without reverting to the regular UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules. I realize this forum might not be the best place to do so…but I still express my hope that parties will use the UNCITRAL Expedited Arbitration Rules in appropriate transactions and that these will prove as an important contribution to efficiency in international arbitration. Israel has also been actively involved in work on amending the ICSID Arbitration Rules to include expedited proceedings focused on bilateral investment disputes, which could turn out to be very useful.   
· Gender diversity is a guiding principle in the work of the Ministry of Justice and the Government of Israel, as can be evidenced by the recent appointment of my Israel's new boss, Attorney General, Ms. Gali Birav-Miara which I had the pleasure of working with in the recent past and look forward to work with in the near future. My department in the Ministry, like others, also places high emphasis on placing women in leadership positions. Currently, five out of seven of my senior directors are women.
· Gender diversity in international dispute resolution is obviously also very important. In one recent arbitration Israel was party to, we proposed that the chair of the panel would be a leading women arbitrator and in another on-going arbitration we are represented by one of most prominent women arbitration practitioners in the world. We see gender diversity as also very important when it comes to the design of international dispute resolution. In this respect, Israel advocated for an explicit emphasis on the appointment of women mediators to be included in one of UNCITRAL’s recent international mediation instruments.	Comment by Yael Weiner: אני לא בטוחה שזה היה ככה אבל ניחא. 	Comment by Yael Weiner: האם נוסח כך או שנאמר על שיוויון מגדרי בצורה כללית? לוודא עם רוני למה הכוונה ולחדד אם צריך. 
· Geographical diversity is also important for the promotion of alternative dispute resolution, including international arbitration, around the world. As part and parcel of the emphasis on such diversity, we strive for a larger role for Israeli arbitrators to serve in international arbitration panels. Alongside the adoption of the UNCITRAL Model Law for International Commercial Arbitration, we are also hoping that UNCITRAL would soon accept Israel’s initiative for developing an instrument to support resolution of hi-tech disputes, which could provide a further role of Israeli arbitrators with expertise in the hi-tech industry, which is a hallmark of Israel’s economy. 	Comment by Yael Weiner: להתייעץ עם סדריק האם זה נכון לחבר את זה למטרה הזו בצורה כל כך בוטה. לא יודעת אם זה לטובתנו בשלב זה. 
·  In the context of Israeli representation in the international arbitration world, I am very proud to note that our moderator, Mr. Avishai Israeli Azriel, one of the organizers of today’s event and a speaker in the next panel, who serves as Deputy Counsel at the ICC. Avishai , was a law clerk in our department not that many years ago. and itIt gives me immense pleasure to see this important position of influence in the design and conduct of international arbitration.        	Comment by Yael Weiner: מציעה לשקול להוסיף התייחסות לכך שיש לנו סקטור פרטי ברמה מאוד גבוהה ושעורכי דין ישראלים מייצגים בבוררויות בינ"ל,  ושאנחנו מקווים שזה ילך ויתרחב. שיש לעולם הבוררות הרבה מה להרוויח מזה. 
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